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LET THEM BE ONE:
AN EXPERIMENTAL MOVEMENT ENGAGES 
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS IN CHARLOTTE

by Jenny Schermerhorn ’02

FIVE HUNDRED YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS MEET IN CHARLOTTE 
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT FOR WORSHIP 
BECAUSE OF A MINISTRY STARTED BY 

MONTREAT GRADUATE 
DAVID HICKMAN ’02.
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n 2006, George Barna published 

a study indicating that 70% of 

college graduates who considered 

themselves Christian were not 

going to church.  David, serving 

as a young adult pastor at a 

church in Charlotte, NC, was seeing 

that manifested.  The city of Charlotte 

had a burgeoning number of young 

professionals, but few could be found 

in the more than 800 area churches. 

David began contacting church leaders 

to see if they would be willing to 

work together on an outreach to this 

population.

CharlotteONE sprang out of this 

collaboration.  It is a multi-church 

effort involving 48 congregations 

created to reach twenty- and thirty-

somethings for Christ by plugging 

them into local faith communities.

 “We exist to give people a way to the 

local church. We’re not a church, or 

even a parachurch. This is Christ’s 

community in Charlotte recognizing a 

need and meeting it together,” David 

explains.

The mission of CharlotteONE is rooted 

in a prayer of Jesus in John 17:23:  “Let 

them be one, so that the world may 

know that you sent me and loved them 

even as much as you have loved me.”

Young professionals receive this 

message of unity and love from 

CharlotteONE, as evidenced concretely 

by a 2012 survey of 500 CharlotteONE 

attendees:  

• 48% have connected to a local church 

through CharlotteONE.

• 31% were introduced to Jesus Christ 

through CharlotteONE.

• 78% chose to remain in Charlotte due 

to the connections they have made in 

CharlotteONE. 

It is not just the young professionals 

who have noticed the impact. City 

leaders have met with David and 

asked him to continue his work.  

CharlotteONE is retaining young 

professionals in the urban area and 

leading a movement of city-wide 

service.  The ministry’s service groups 

can be found working many Saturdays 

beautifying the city, providing school 

supplies to low income children and 

giving out shoes to the needy. 

David tells the story of Brett, a 

reluctant CharlotteONE attendee: 

“Brett was a Clemson grad who 

moved to Charlotte and didn’t know 

anyone. A self-identified agnostic, he 

heard about a bunch of young people 

meeting downtown and was intrigued.” 

David shares how Brett attended 

CharlotteONE and came to faith in 

Christ. He plugged into one of their 

partner churches, was baptized, and 

within a year was serving Christ as a 

missionary overseas. 

David welcomes the CharlotteONE audience.
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Monica and David Hickman with their two sons, Ryan(5) and Cole(4).

“He rejoices that 
God does not call 
the perfect, but the 
broken.” 

David never would have imagined this 

life when he first came to Montreat 

College as a student interested only 

in playing baseball.  When his advisor 

counseled him to choose a major in 

his sophomore year, presenting the 

list of possibilities to him, Bible and 

Religion struck him. He casually said, 

“Yeah, I need to know more about 

that,” and officially declared Bible and 

Religion as his major. Over the next 

three years, faculty members discipled 

David as he went through the program, 

and he discovered his calling to full-

time ministry. 

Three years ago, David had an 

experience that changed his approach 

to life and ministry. His story is included 

in “Inciting Incidents,” a collaborative 

work published by Moody Press in 

2011.  A panic attack at 2:30 a.m. 

grounded David’s busy life to a halt.  

As he began to work through his fear, 

he realized it was rooted deeply in his 

past.   

David grew up with Tourette’s 

Syndrome and a speech impediment.  

In an effort to cope, he created a 

perfect, driven, high-achievement 

persona he calls ‘Super Dave,’ – “an 

impostor I made up to cope with my 

brokenness,” he says. The effort of 

living this lie brought David to the end 
of himself, weak and exhausted.  With 
time he was able to acknowledge his 
real, broken self and now believes that 
is the only person God can truly use. “I 
discovered how greatly God loves me 
as I am,” he shares.  David now lives 
with an incredible sense of freedom 
and joy.  

Jesus continues to pull people 
to himself through the work 
of CharlotteONE.  Because of 
CharlotteONE’s success, the CityONE 
Network was established in 2011, 
encouraging other urban churches to 
use the same model of collaboration 
to reach young professionals.  
PhoenixONE began in the spring of 
2011.   

David has joined Christ on mission 
and the seeds of the gospel are being 
sown.  He rejoices that God does not 
call the perfect, but the broken, and 
prays every morning for “the strength 
to follow him in whatever he is about, 

today.”  n


