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WHEN CARIS WETZEL ’10 BOARDED 
A PLANE IN 2008 FOR ETHIOPIA, SHE 
HAD NO IDEA SHE WAS ABOUT TO 
MEET HER FUTURE HUSBAND.

Love in Langano: 
How One Alum Found Her 
Mate on Mission in Ethiopia

Jenny Schermerhorn ’02
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Caris and Elias with Camp Langano summer staff.

aris grew up in 
Bolivia, South 
America, the fourth 
daughter of Jake 
and Sarah Wetzel.  
Jake helped start 

what later became the Outdoor 
Education program at Montreat 
College.

Except for furlough years, which 
her family spent in Montreat, 
Caris spent her childhood 
overseas. She grew up speaking 
Spanish and English and loved 
working with the children who 
attended Camp Kewina during 
the summer.  

In 2007, Caris returned to her 
familiar mountain home to 
study psychology at Montreat 
College. Just before Caris’ 
sophomore year, her parents 
accepted a new assignment 
from their mission organization 
– oversee a brand new youth 
camp in Langano, Ethiopia.  
Caris was excited to travel to 

Ethiopia in the summer of 
2008 to see the camp where 
her parents were working, and 
to serve as a volunteer for the 
summer. But the summer would 
hold far more than serving on 
mission with her parents.

Caris doesn’t remember the 
first time she met her future 
husband, Elias Yohannes, but 
he does. Elias had prayed for 
many years that God would 
keep his heart closed and 
open it only for the woman he 
was to marry. When Elias saw 
Caris at a camp staff training 
session, he was shocked to feel 
his heart unfolding, especially 
in response to a young college 
student from America.

Unsettled and somewhat afraid, 
he committed to himself to pray 
for her and let the Lord work in 
His own time. 

During that summer, Caris and 
Elias were paired together to 

C



24   Reflection Summer 2013

lead a small team of five boys.  
Elias didn’t speak English and 
Caris had very little Amharic, 
but she had eyes!  She noticed 
how everyone at camp loved 
Elias for his humility, skill with 
children, and commitment to 
the Lord.  

One afternoon, as she sat 
across the lunch table from 
Elias, she thought, “His wife 
will be so lucky to look at that 
smile every day.” By the end of 
the summer, Caris had feelings 
stronger than friendship pulling 
at her heart. She wrote Elias 
a letter, and when she gave it 
to him, she was surprised to 

receive one from him as well. 
It was her first hint that their 
interest might be mutual.

Over the next year and a 
half they exchanged just six 
letters. “The language barrier 
was frustrating.  I was always 
wondering if he knew what he 
was saying, especially when he 
signed it ‘Love,’” Caris shares. 

“It was completely up 
to God how it turned 
out.”  – Caris Wetzel-Yohannes ’10

A group of Camp Lagano campers.
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“But God also gave me a deep 
peace about the relationship.  
I figured so many big things 
would have to happen to bring 
us together, it was completely 
up to God how it turned out.” 

She looks back with amazement 
now on how everything did 
come together.  Elias studied 
English and they were able 
to communicate without a 
translator, Caris’ parents gave 
their blessing to the couple, and 
a deep peace settled onto both 
of them. By the fall of 2010, they 
were discussing marriage. 

Caris remembers, “I asked 
Elias ‘Are we engaged already?’ 
because I was unclear on 
Ethiopian customs.  ‘No, we are 
not!  The program is Saturday 
night!’ he explained. I was 
worried there was going to be a 
big group of people, but he had 
asked some Americans what to 
do. He took me out to a nice 
restaurant and asked me to 
marry him. I happily said ‘Yes!’”

In the spring of 2012 they 
were married in Addis Abeba, 
Ethiopia. The wedding was an 
incredible celebration of God’s 
surprising plans and gifts.  

Today Caris and Elias work at 
Camp Langano. Elias is the 
camp program director and 
Caris is the “craft lady” and all-
around support person. They 
feel called by God to serve long 
term in Ethiopia, focusing on 

children. Caris is still amazed 
that she is married and living in 
Africa. She’s thankful that while 
she was on mission with God, 
he provided a companion for 
the journey. n

Caris and Elias Yohannes.

Wedding day celebration with Sarah, Jake and Johannah Wetzel.


