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Running
PURPOSE:with

Peter Ripmaster ‘07 in his store Black Mountain Running Company. The wooden plaques represent all of the states 
Peter has run marathons in to date.

by Jenny Schermerhorn

Inspiring a Community of Runners in Black Mountain and Beyond



montreat.edu

eter Ripmaster ‘07 
is part of a very elite 
club.  “50 States 
Club” members aim 
to run a marathon 

in each of the 50 United States.  
He has completed marathons 
in 40 states, and plans to run 
in the final ten states by next 
fall.  Peter isn’t running these 
marathons for perfect times 
or celebrity – he’s motivated 
by a cause and inspired by 
community.

A Montreat College alum and 
owner of the Black Mountain 
Running Company, Peter 
loves being a part of the local 
community and economy.  
Running and owning a business 
are both fairly new to Peter 
(2008 and 2011 respectively) 
and were precipitated by a 
tragedy in his life.

In 2000, Peter’s mother 
died after a three-year-battle 
with breast cancer.  As Peter 
mourned, a desire to raise 
money for cancer research 
germinated – and he wanted to 
raise a significant amount, not 
“just a few thousand dollars,” 
as he puts it.  But he wasn’t 
quite sure how to go about it, 
until a personal challenge in 
2008 turned into the perfect 
avenue.

In the fall of 2008, after a 
conversation at a family reunion 
about marathons, Peter made 

an unusual decision.  One 
morning, Peter shares, “I 
decided that I was going to run 
my first marathon, so I had 
[my wife] drop me off on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway . . . and I 
ran 13.1 miles uphill and then 
turned and ran back downhill to 
complete my first marathon.”  
Peter explains that running 
that day, while punishing, was 
incredibly rewarding. 

Peter soon began running other 
marathons, but it wasn’t until 
he found out about the “50 
States Club” that an idea clicked 
for cancer fundraising. He 
decided to run 50 races in 50 
states in five years, and use that 
as a platform for fundraising for 
cancer research. 

To date, Peter has raised 
$44,000.  He hopes to break 
$50,000 by the time he hits his 
50-state goal.  Donations have 

“Peter isn’t 
running these 
marathons for 
perfect times 
or celebrity – 
he’s motivated 
by a cause and 
inspired by 
community.”
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not come in large amounts – 
most of them are from people 
he meets while running races 
and traveling who learn about 
what he is doing and hand him 
one-time gifts. 

Peter’s faith has played a 
huge role in his purpose-
filled running pursuits, and 
it was at Montreat College 
that he found that faith. He 
shares, “I came to Montreat 
knowing absolutely nothing 
about Jesus or Christianity in 
general.”  When he first arrived 
at Montreat after transferring 
from a public university, Peter 
says he was a bit intimidated 
and spent a lot of time in the 
back row of chapel services. 
But, after learning about faith in 
Christ through his relationships 
with his professors, Peter put 
his faith in Christ, which has 
transformed his outlook about 
life.  “I truly feel that having the 
space to grow as a student and 
an individual at Montreat was 
perfect for me,” he reflects.

As Peter spent time with 
other runners during and 
after his time at Montreat, 
he was inspired by their 
relaxed community and 
positive atmosphere. He 
describes deciding to open 
up a running store as “a 
natural progression.”  Peter 
never thought of himself as 
an entrepreneur, but says that 
one evening, while running on 

the treadmill in his basement, 
the idea popped into his head, 
complete with the name of 
the store: “Black Mountain 
Running Company.” 

Plenty of people tried to dissuade 
Peter from opening a shop 
in Black 
Mountain.  
The slow 
economy, a 
small town, 
and his lack 
of business 
training 
(he was an 
elementary 
education 
major), were 
all reasons 
people 
listed why this was a foolish 
proposition. But Peter believed 
that Black Mountain had 
plenty of runners to 
support a shop, and 
he felt that if he took 
a risk and worked 
hard, even a failed 
shop wouldn’t be “a 
failure” to him. Peter 
laughingly confides 
that he “made every 
mistake in business 
that you could 
make.” 

The Black Mountain 
Running Company is 
about to celebrate its one-
year anniversary, and the 
community of runners in Black 
Mountain is thrilled with its 
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presence.  Peter didn’t open 
the shop “to chase money” 
as he puts it, but to nurture 
community and be involved in 
something he loves.  

You can find that community at 
Black Mountain Recreation Park 
every Wednesday “rain or shine” 
for a three-mile run.  “We have 
so much fun together, and we 
haven’t missed a Wednesday. 
We’re proud of that!” Peter 
exclaims.  

As Peter looks up at “the wall” 
in his shop, with a wooden 
plaque for each marathon 
he has completed and “all in 
the name of cancer research” 
written underneath, he reflects 
on the marathons and his 
business with passion, humility, 
and a bit of amused disbelief.  

“Life is a juggling act for me, 
with the new business, the 

running and my family, but I’m 
even more inspired now, and 
this has been an incredible 
journey.” 

Peter, always looking for a 
challenge, has decided to throw 
some ultra marathons into his 
last ten states.  To follow Peter’s 
journey or donate towards 
cancer research, visit 
www.ripmaster50.com. n

“Peter didn’t 
open the shop 
‘to chase 
money’... but 
to nurture 
community and 
be involved in 
something he 
loves.”

Black Mountain Running Company offers a wide selection of shoes, clothing, and running gear, and serves as a 
community hub for local runners, novice and expert alike.

http://www.ripmaster50.com

